
Stetson Hills 8th Grade Welcomes You! 

Dear Parents and Students, 

We would like to take this opportunity to introduce ourselves and welcome you to 8th grade at Stetson Hills. We are so 
excited to learn with your children and have a great year! 

Mrs. Smith will be teaching 8th grade Social Studies, Mrs. Burwell will be teaching 8th grade Math, Ms. Grasso will be 
teaching 8th grade Language Arts, Mrs. Knierim will be teaching 8th Grade Science, and Mrs. O’Leary will be teaching 
Algebra! We can’t wait to make this year a great end to your child’s “Stetson Career”! 

We will be hosting a virtual curriculum night in the beginning of the school year to give you specific details about the 
year ahead. Below are some key points we would like to share! 

Math (8th Grade) 

This will be Mrs. Burwell’s first year teaching 8th Grade Math at Stetson Hills.  She taught Geometry and Algebra I for two 
years.  You will be learning about these topics this year in 8th grade, so get ready to have fun exploring!   

Social Studies 

This will be Mrs. Smith’s (formerly Ms. Shirk) eighth year teaching Social Studies at Stetson Hills. In her class, we'll be 
learning about the beginnings of our country and the Foundations of Government. We'll also take a look at one of the 
most amazing documents of our country: the Constitution/Bill of Rights and the Structure of the U.S. Government. Next 
we skip ahead to Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, Immigration and Social Change, and finally, Economics. Contract 
Breach and Service Learning will be taught throughout the year.  

Language Arts 

This will be Ms. Grasso’s seventh year teaching Language Arts at Stetson Hills. This year in Language Arts we will kick 
the year off by working out of our Collections textbook with a collection called Culture and Belonging. Students will 
work together to discover what it means to develop your identity within a new culture. Moving on from there, students 
will challenge their personal biases as we go through our The Outsiders literature study. 

Science 

Mrs. Knierim has taught grades 3rd - 8th in all subject areas but loves science the most! Apologies in advance for the 
nerdy science jokes. This is Mrs. Knierim’s first year here at Stetson Hills and is really looking forward to all the new faces! 
You can expect to learn all about cells during the first quarter including how and why cells divide, as well as behavior 
and survival adaptations. During the second quarter students will learn all things chemistry such as how the periodic 
table is organized, compounds, mixtures and solutions, chemical and physical properties and chemical reactions. The 
last portion of the year the focus will be on physics, specifically, velocity, forces and motion, and Newton’s 3 laws. Fun 
stuff!!! 

Math (Algebra) 

This will be Mrs. O’Leary’s third year teaching Honors Algebra 1/2 and Advanced 8th Grade Math at Stetson Hills. Honors 
Algebra 1/2 is an honors high school course and students’ grades are reflected on their high school transcript. Algebra 1 
is the fall semester (Aug-Dec) and Algebra 2 is the spring semester (Jan-May) with district semester finals for each. We 
will be using the HMH curriculum, which features an online interactive textbook, homework practice, video resources, 
and more! 

 We are excited for what will be a great year! 

 


